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Jabalpur. the 14th/19th August 2008 

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS (FOR THE HIGH COURT) RULES, 2008 

No. 79-O.S.D.—Preamble—In exercise of powers conferred by section 3(2)(a) of the Oaths Act, 1969, Articles 
225 & 227 of the Constitution of India, Sections 122 and 139 (b) of the Code of Civil Procedbre, 1908 (5 of 1908), 
Sections 477 (I) (d) and 297 (I)(b) of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 1973, Clauses 27 and 23 of the Letters Patent 
and all other powers enabling it in this behalf, the High Court of Madhya Pradesh hereby makes following Rules to 
empower an advocate to function as Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court and all matters incidental thereto. 

1. Short title and Commencement.—( 1) These rules may be called the "Commissioner of Oaths (for the High 
Court) Rules, 2008". 

(2) These Rules shall come into force on the date of publication in the Official Gazette. 
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2. Definitions.—In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,- 

(a) "Affidavit" shall include affirmation and declaration in the case of persons by law allowed to affirm 
or declare instead of swearina; 

(b) -Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court" means an advocate empowered to administer oath to 
or receive affirmation from the affiant in respect of an affidavit to be filed in the high Court for the 
purpose of judicial proceedings; 

(c) "Empowerment" means authorization of an advocate by the empowering authority to perform the 
functions and discharge the duties of the Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court; 

(d) "Empowering Authority" means the Hiatt Court of Madhya Pradesh on the administrative side; 

(e) "Form" means a form appended to these rules; 

(0 	"High Court" means the High Court of Madhya Pradesh; 

(g) 	"Registrar" means an officer defined as Registrar, under the High Court of Madhya Pradesh Rules. 

3. 	Jurisdiction.—The Commissioner of Oaths shall have the power to verify affidavits to be filed in the High 
Court for the purpose of judicial proceedings by administering oaths on or receiving affirmation from the affiants. 

4. Qualifications.—an advocate shall not be qualified for empowerment as Commissioner of Oaths for the High 
Court, unless he :— 

is registered with the State Bar Council of Madhya Pradesh, 

(ii) has been continuously practising for a period of not less than 7 years on the date of application and 

(iii) is a member of the,— 

(a) High Court Bar Association at Jabalpur, Indore or Gwalior; or 

(b) District Bar Association of other districts„ 

-in which he desires to be empowered, for a period of not less than 3 years immediately preceding 
the date of application. 

5. Sanctioning of Strength and Notification of Vacancy.—(i) The empowering authority may, from time to 
time, sanction such strength of Commissioner of oaths for the High Court for each civil district, as it may deem fit. 

(ii) The Registrar! District Judge shall notify the vacancy in accordance with the strength sanctioned under sub-
rule (i), to the concerned bar association and invite applications from advocates for being empowered as Commissioner 
of Oaths for the High Court. 

6. Application for Empowerment and Preparation of Panel.—(i) Every application for being empowered as 
the Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court shall be made in Form-I within 15 days from the date of notification 
of vacancy and shall be accompanied by a non-refundable fee of Rs. I00/- payable through a postal order in the name 
of the Registrar General of the High Court of Madhya Pradesh, Jabalpur. 

(ii) The Registrar for the districts of Jabalpur, Indore and Gwalior and the concerned District Judge for other 
districts shall prepare a panel of advocates in order of merit keeping in view their suitability for such empowerment 
and submit the same to the empowering authority. 

7. Empowerment of Advocates as Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court.—The empowering authority 
shall, at its discretion, empower advocate (s) as Commissioner (s) of Oaths for the High Court. out of the panel 
mentioned under sub-rule (ii) of rule 6. 

8. Term of Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court.—The Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court shall 
be empowered for a period of three years. A certificate to that effect shall be issued by the Registrar / District Judge, 
on deposit of a fee of Rs. 750/- by the person so empowered, through a treasury challan, within a period of 21 days 
from the date of communication of the order of empowerment. 
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9. Register of Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court.—(1) The Registrar / District Judge shall enter the 
name of Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court in the Register maintained in Form No. 11. 

(2) The Registrar / District Judge shall issue to such person a certificate of empowerment in Form no. II] on 
payment of prescribed fee. 

10. Work Place.—Every Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court shall have a work place at the station 
mentioned in the certificate of empowerment and shall exhibit such certificate in a conspicuous place therein. 

He shall also display his name and designation as Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court on a name-plate 
(60 cm x 45 cm in size) outside such work place. 

The Commissioners of Oaths shall make their services available during Court hours in the High Court bar room 
in districts of Jabalpur. Indore and Gwalior and in District bar room in other districts. 

II. Seal.-0) The Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court shall use a circular seal of the diameter of 5 c.m. 
bearing his name and name of the civil district for which he has been empowered to exercise his function and the 
circumscription "Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court." 

(ii) The Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court shall affix his signature and the seal, mentioned under sub-
rule (i), on every page of the affidavit and every page of the petition, application, return, rejoinder or other document. 
supPorted by such an affidavit. 

12. Duties.—It shall be the duty of Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court to ensure that the affidavit is 
drawn up and verified strictly in accordance with the rules, pertaining to affidavits as contained in the High Court of 
Madhya Pradesh Rules and these rules. 

The Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court shall not, under any circumstances, delegate any part of his duty 
to anyone. 

13. Fee Chargeable by the Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court.—The Commissioner of Oaths for 
the High Court shall be entitled to charge a fee of Rs. 25/- per affidavit or such other fee as may be fixed by the 
empowering authority from time to time. He shall grant receipt in Form No. IV for the fee charged / realized 
by him. 

Explanation.—The Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court shall be entitled to charge the actual railway 
fare of second class or actual bus fare when he is required to attend any place outside his work place or court 
premises: but within the District. 

14. Register to be maintained by the Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court.—(a) The Commissioner 
of Oaths for the High Court shall maintain a register in Form V and shall enter the details of every affidavit 
verified by him in it soon after its verification and shall obtain signature of the affiant thereon. 

(b) The Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court shall, as and when directed, submit for inspection by the 
Registrar / District Judge or any such officer as the empowering authority may appoint in this behalf. the register 
maintained by him under sub-rule (a) above. 

(c) The Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court shall make entry fee charged / realized by him, in the 
register maintained under sub-rule (a). 

(d) The Commissioner of Oaths for the' High Court Shall duly number every page of such register and get it 
verified by the Registrar / District Judge before making any entry therein. 

IS. Submission of Returns.—The Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court shall, on or before 7th 
January, 7th April. 7th July and 7th October, submit to the Registrar / District .•Judge the quarterly return of work 
done by him as Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court during the preceding quarter, . in Form VI accompanied 
by a photo copy of all the entries of the register for the relevant period, certified by the Commissioner to be true. 
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16. Renewal of Empowerment.—(1) The certificate of empowerment may be renewed for a period of three 
years by the Registrar / District Judge, with prior approval of the empowering authority on an application made in 
Form No.VII, by the concerned Commissioner, on the deposit of a non-refundable fee of Rs. 750/- through a 
treasury challan : 

Provided that such renewal shall not be made for more than two terms whereafter the Commissioner of 
Oaths for the High Court shall not be eligible for re-empowerment. 

(2) The application for renewal of certificate shall be made to the Registrar / District Judge concerned, 

90 days before the date on which the, term under the existing empowerment expires: 

Provided that a delay up to 45 days may be condoned by the Registrar / District Judge, if it is shown that 
the delay occurred due to sufficient cause. Such application shall be decided within a period of 7 days. 

No application for condonation of delay shall lie after expiry of the period of 45 days. 

In the case of rejection of such application, a representation may be made within 7 days, to the empowering 
authority, whose decision thereon shall be final. 

(3) On renewal of empowerment, a certificate in form VHI shall be issued by the Registrar/District Judge. 

17. Misconduct.—Where Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court fails to ensure compliance with the 
provisions of these rules or commits any act unbecoming of an Oath Commissioner, he shall be deemed to have 
committed misconduct for the purpose of rule 18 of the Rules. 

18. Inquiry into allegations of misconduct.—(a) An inquiry into the misconduct of Commissioner of Oaths 
for the High Court may be initiated either Suo Moto by the empowering authority, the.  Registrar or the concerned 
District Judge or on a complaint received by any of such authorities. 

(b) Where an inquiry is initiated Suo Moto by any of the authorities referred to in the forgoing sub-rule. the 
Registrar / District Judge shall send to the Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court a statement specifying the 
charge (s) against him together with particulars of oral or documentary evidence relied upon in support of such 
charge (s) and in other cases, supply a copy of complaint received by such authority. 

(c) The Registrar / District Judge, after giving to the person making the allegation, in case of inquiry started 
on a complaint as well as to the Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court against whom such allegation is 
made, an opportunity of being heard and after taking into consideration any oral and /or documentary evidence, 
that may have been produced before him, shall make a report to the empowering authority: 

Provided that the Registrar / District Judge may dispense with such inquiry and make report to the empowering 
authority under sub-rule (c) after receiving reply of the Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court, where he 
considers such inquiry to be unnecessary under the circumstances of the case. 

(d) If the empowering authority, after considering the report of the Registrar / District Judge, is of opinion 
that action should be taken against Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court, the empowering authority may 
either,— 

(i) cancel the Certificate Of empowerment. entailing disqtialification for further empowerment; 

(ii) suspend his empowerment for a specified period; 

(iii) warn him according to the nature and gravity of the misconduct proved; or 

(iv) make any other order as it thinks fit. 

19. Removal.—(1) The empowering authority may remove the Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court 
on his being mentally or physically incapacitated to perform his duties permanently or on his conviction for 
an offence. 

(2) The empowering authority may. in the circumstances of exceptional nature, withdraw the empowerment 
of any advocate as Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court without assigning any reason therefor. 
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20. Cessation of Empowerment—The empowerment of an advocate as Commissioner of Oaths for the 
High Court effected under rule 7 of the these rules shall stand ceased,— 

(i) 	on expiry of the term of empowerment if the certificate is not renewed before such expiry; or 

on his attaining age of 70 years; or 

(iii) on his tendering resignation in writing, subject to its acceptance by the empowering authority; or 

(iv) on cancellation of his certificate of empowerment under rule 18 or his removal under rule 19; or 

(v) on his appointment as a Notary Public under the Notaries Act, 1952 (53 of 1952); or 

(vi) on his securing private or public employment; or 

(vii) on his ceasing to work as such for a continuous period of two months except where such conduct is 
condoned by Registrar / District Judge concerned; or 

(viii) On his ceasing to be an advocate for any reason; or 

(ix) on his incurring any punishment under Section 35(3) of Advocates Act. 1961; or 

(x) on his death. 

21. Delegation of Powers.— The empowering authority may delegate all or any of its powers under these 
rules, to a Judge of the High Court or a committee comprising such Judges of the High Court, as may be 
nominated by the Chief Justice. 

SHARAD SHRIVASTAVA 
REGISTRAR GENERAL, 

HIGH COURT OF MADHYA PRADESH. 

JABALPUR 13-8-2008. 

FORM-I 

To, 

The Registrar/ District Judge 

Affix recent 

colour passport 

Size photograph 

Application for empowerment as Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court 

[Under rule 6(1) of the Commissioner of Oaths (for the High Court) Rules, 20081 

I. 	Name of applicant 	  

2. 	Father's / Husband's Name 	  

3 Full address (with Mobile / Phone Number and e-mail address, if any)— 

(a) Residence 	  

(b) Work Place 	  
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4. Educational Qualifications 	  

5. Number & date of Enrollment 
with the State Bar Council of M.P. 

6. (a) Year from which practicing as an advocate 

(b) Name of Bar Association 

(c) Date of membership 	 

	

7. 	Place (s) of continuous practice as 
an advocate for the last 3 years 
on the date of application 	  

	

8. 	Whether presently working as 
Commissioner of Oaths/Notary Public 

	

9. 	Whether empowered as a Commissioner of Oaths/ 
Notary Public in the past 

(a) If so, details thereof 	  

(b) if empowerment ceased / withdrawn / cancelled. 
If yes, the reasons therefor  • 

	

10. 	Whether any relatives 
working as Commissioner 
of Oaths / Notary Public 	  

If so, details thereof 	  

Whether any criminal case 
pending or decided 	  

If so, details 	  

	

12. 	Whether an application for empowerment in any other area-made or pending 
3 

13. Details of the Postal Order 	 

14. Other necessary information (if any) 

Date 	  

Place 	  

Signature of the Applicant 
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DECLARATION 

	 son/daughter/wife of 	 solemnly declare that the above particulars are true 

to my personal knowledge and no material particular has been concealed. 

Date 	  

Place 	  

Signature of the applicant 

For office use only 
I. Date of receipt of application 

2. Presented by 

Date 	 

Place 	  

Signature of the Registrar/District Judge 
(Seal) 

Note.— (I) 	Postal order shall be clipped on top of the application. 

(2) Enclose documents in support of statement of cluase nos. 4 to 9 . 

(3) Every page shall be typed on a separate sheet and signed by the applicant. 

(4) *Relative shall mean spouse, parents, brothers, unmiarried sisters, sons, unmarried daughters, and 

spouses of brother and sons. 

(5) Enclose one extra passport size photograph with name on the revprse.. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
1. Date of receipt of application 

2. Presented by 

Date 	  

Place 	  
Signature with seal 

FORM—II 

[Under Rule 9(1) of the Commissioner of Oaths (for the High Court) Rules, 2008] 

Register of Commissioners of Oaths for the High Court 

	

Sena! Full Name Address 	Qualili- 	Number 	Date 	Date 	Date 	Area for Signature Signature Remarks 

No. 	& 	of Work 	cations 	and Date 	of 	of 	of 	. which 	of 	of the 

Residential 	Place 	 of Order Empower- Renewal 	Expiry Empowered affiant Registrar / / 

Address 	. with 	 of Empowe- 	ment 	 of 

	

. 	
District 

with Phone 	Phone 	 ring 	 certificate 	 Judge 
Nos. 	Numbers 	 Authority 

(I) 	(2) 	(3) 	(4) 	(5) 	(6) 	(7) 	00 	(0) 	(10) 	(11) 	(12)  
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FORM-Ill 

Photograph 

of 

Applicant 

Certificate of empowerment 

[Under rule 9(2) of the Commissioner of Oaths (for the High Court) Rules, 20081 

Shri/Sushri 	  

Son/daughter/wife of 	  

Address 	  

	  having 

been empowered as Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court vide order No. 	  

dated 	  is authorised to act as such from 	 to 	  

in the area of Civil District 	  subject to provisions of the Rules. He 

shall have his work place at the 	  town. 

Date. 	  

Signature Registrar/District Judge 

Seal, 

FORM—IV (in Duplicate) 

Receipt of fees and other charges realized by Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court 

[Under Rule 13 of the Commissioner of Oaths (for the High Court) Rules, 2008] 

Certificate No. 	  of District 	  

Receipt No.  	 Date 	  

Received from Shri / Snit .1 Ku 	
 sum of 

Rs 	
as verification fees and sum of 

Rs 	
as travelling charges in connection 

with verification of 	
(give de.wription 

of documents) entered at S. No. 	  of Register of business 

transacted by commissioner of Oath for the High Court. 

Signature & Seal 

Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court 
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FORM—V 
Register of business transacted by. Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court 

[Under Rule 14(1) Commissioner of Oaths (for the High Court) Rules, 2008] 

Serial 	Date 	Nature Name of court Name. 	Name & 	Place 	Fee 	Travelling Signature Signature 	Remarks 
No. 	& 	of 	where the 	father's 	address of where the 	Charged Allowance, 	of 	of the 

Time 	document document 	name & 	person 	document 	 if any, 	affiant Commissioner 
verified 	is to be 	Address indentifying 	is 	 charged 

I 	filed 	of affiant 	the affiant 	verified 
(1) 	(2) 	(3) 	(4) 	(5) 	(6) 	(7) 	(8) 	(9) 	(10) 	(II) 	(12)  

FORM—VI 
Form of Quarterly Return 

[Under Rule 15 of the Commissioner of Oaths (for the High Court) Rules, 2008] 

1. Name 

2. Address 

3. Certificate No. 

4. Area - Civil District 

5. Period of return 

from 	 to 	  

S.No. 	Type of work 
	

Number of cases 	 Fee charged 

(I) 	 (2) 
	

(3) 	 (4) 

1. Number of affidavits sworn in 

2. Other acts done 

(like outstation visits etc.) 

A photocopy of register maintained in form No VI, duly certified by me for the aforementioned period, is 

attached hereto 

Date: 	  

Place: 	  

Signature & Seal 

Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court 
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Aimb recent 

colour 

passport size 

photograph 

FORM—VII 

Application for Renewal of certificate 

[Under Rule 16(1) of the Commissioner of Oaths (for the High Court) Rules, 2008] 

I. 	Name of applicant 

2. 	Place of work 

Period for which renewal is soueht 

4. Date on which the term expires 

5. Amount of fee deposited for renewal (the treasury challan enclosed) 

6. Sufficient cause for delay, if any, in making the application 

(enclose documents. if any. supporting the cause) 

7. Give details. if during the last 3 years,— 

a. accepted appointment as Notary Public 

b. suffered any conviction 

c. any relative has become 

Commissioner of Oaths or Notary Public 

d. changed the place of practice 

e. any action taken by the empowering authority 

(enclose documents, if any. in support of the statement) 

Date 	  

Place 	  

Signature of the applicant 

(Seal) 
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DECLARATION 

	  son 	/ daughter / wife of 	  solemnly declare that the 
above particulars are true to my personal knowledge and no material particular has been concealed. 

Date 	  
Place 	  

Signature of the applicant 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY'. 	. 

I. 	Date of receipt of application 
2. 	Presented by 

Date 	  
Place 	  

Signature-of the Registrar/District Judge 
Seal 

Note.— (1) 	Every page shall be typed on a separate sheet and signed by the applicant. 
(2) *Relative shall mean parents: unmarried sisters / daughters and brothers. sons & their spouses. 

(3) Enclose one extra passport size photograph with name on the reverse. 
(4) Enclose a photocopy of original certificate of empowerment and in the ease of second renewal photocopies 

of original certificate and certificate of first renewal. All photocopies shall be self attested as true copies. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
1. Date of receipt of application 

2. Presented by 

Date 	  
Place 	  

Signature with Seal 

FORM—VIE 

Certificate of Renewal of empowerment 

[Under Rule 16(3) of the Commissioner of Oaths 

(for the High Court) Rules, 20081 

Passport size 
Photograph 

Shri 

son / daughter .I wife of 	  

Address 	  

on renewal of the certificate of empowerment as Commissioner of Oaths for the High Court vide order No. 	  

dated 	  is authorised to act as such from 	 to 	  in the area 

of Civil District 	  subject to provisions of the Rules. He shall have his 

work place at the. 	  town. 

Date....... 	....... 	.......... 

Place 	  

Signatur Registrar/District judge 
seal 
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No. D-1223.- Amendment in the "Commissioner of oaths (For the liyh Court) Rules, 2008 in 

the Madhya Pradesh Gazette, 

In exercise of powers conferred by Section 3(2Ma) of the Oaths Act. 1969, and Article 225 of the 

Constitution of india, the High Court of Madhya Pradesh, hereby, makes the following amendment in 
the Commissioner of Oaths (for the High Court) Rules, 2008, nainely -

1. Proviso to Rule 16 (1) shall be deleted 

RAJENDRA KUMAR VANI. Registrar General. 

fay 

3.-1480-Y-3-23-2019-ðNE HETye*1 (IETRN) ä frirh 241 2020 Pb1?rT FEZyeT 
fdgT yT Y7 (3) Ar sfafr, 201 ich 8 4i-t 2020) 3tfafirfa er iquzI faega uera gu 
3FUTF7)3TETH 1974 (7TT 38 1974) i vi Arfrm fy s Tr zIvdT fagT yeTa 

No.-1480-F-3-23-2019-XIlI - (Consequent upon repealment, in ins enluty, of Madhya Pradesh 

Vidyut Praday Upakram (Arjan) Adhiniyam. 1974 (No 38 of 1974) by enact ment of Madhya Pradesh, 
Vidyut Praday Upakram (Arjan) Nirsan Adhiuvam, 2019 (No. 8 of 2020). published in Madhya Pradesh 

Gazette (Extra Ordinary) on dated 24th January. 2020, the following rules made under Madhya Pradesh 
Vidyut Praday Upakram (Arjan) Adhinivam. 1974 are hereby repealed in their entirety 

Madhya Pradesh Vidyut Praday Lpakram (Arjan). Sampathi Talika Nivam, 1974 

Madhya Pradesh Vidyut Pradav Lipakram (Arjan), Dawe Niyam. 1980 

Madhya Pradesh Vidyut Pradav pakram (Arjan). Appellate Authoriy Niyam, 1988 
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